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along the Boxer wall. We also improved the health of the community by afforestation on a large scale. Our plantations became a model for the whole of China, where it had never been believed until then that cleared woodland could be afforested again. The Chinese had cleared the forests to the last twig, and the rains made great ravines in the land. We too found it very difficult to make our plantations grow at first on a soil that was devoid of humus. Their ultimate success however, encouraged the rise of other plantations. This protection of forests so impressed the Chinese that they began to study the subject quite zealously themselves. We established tree-nurseries and instructed the natives, with whom we thus got into closer touch. Round about in the neighbourhood we also taught the inoculation of fruit trees, which was still foreign to the Chinese; they came in crowds to get the grafting-twigs from us, and the fruit cultivation of Shantung increased. The first modern abattoir in Eastern Asia, which we erected in Tsingtao, started our meat export-trade.
We endeavoured to keep on good terms with the Chinese authorities. The more reasonable among them came more and more to the conclusion that the occupation of Tsingtao was a blessing for them. The Chinese recognized us and made a perceptible advance towards us. Perhaps they began to rate us higher than the Anglo-Saxon because theirs too was an old civilization. I am not of opinion that we were at all behind the Anglo-Saxons in actual achievements be-